Notes on the IRSG (Industry representative Steering Group) meeting held at Rand Water Offices on 12 June 2001

Present: 

N Oliver (CSIR)

A Peterkin (Copper Development Association)

G Meaker (Rand Water)

M Jordan (Institute of Plumbing)

C Schlotfeldt (Agrement SA)

Mark Kelly (CSIR)

Apologies:

S de Villiers Leach

Items noted

In spite of the poor turnout, Neil Oliver gave an outline of the project progress as well as a view of the role and structure of the IRSG, and possible actions for the facilitation groups.  (See attached presentation print out).  It is important to note that the role of the facilitation groups is seen as confirming the technical direction of the group and evaluating the outputs produced for the group.

A suggested release date for the A-Z of best practice in Plumbing design was September 2002 which is the time of the earth Summit.  It was further suggested that the Afriwater/ Afribuild exhibitions might be a good vehicle for the release.

In addition to the groups identified in the presentation, the following additional groups were suggested for the various facilitation groups.

Standards and regulations.  Industry representation on this group will probably be needed

Installation:  designers installers and manufacturers input will be appropriate

Media:  Education institutions, publishers and media agencies.

Funding:  SAPOA, insurance agencies (both as building owners and for best practice)

New legislation targets the property owners as responsible for water conservation.  This is being mirrored in the facilities industry in the development of performance requirements by the property owners.

It was suggested that the new regulations being published by DWAF should be examined.  While these cover supply side management rather that conservation aspects of water usage directly, they still impact on water reduction.

The question of performance specification rather then component specification was brought up.

It was noted that the SABS has established a technical committee or working group to look at product labelling for efficient water use.

It became apparent from the discussion that we need to define what buildings fall into “commercial” area.

It was proposed that the next steering group meeting be held together with the next plumbers forum meeting in August.

